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Riley Andrews
December 2025

Dear Members of the Admissions Committee,
I am writing to express my sincere interest in the Elementary Post-Degree Professional Program (PDPP) at the University of Victoria. My goal of becoming an elementary school teacher is rooted in a passion for creating learning environments where students feel supported, included, and empowered to thrive academically, socially, and emotionally. My interest in teaching began when I was young. I often found myself helping younger children with reading, schoolwork, or problem-solving, and I loved seeing how even small moments of guidance could help them feel more confident. Experiences like these helped shape my motivation to become a teacher and continue to influence the kind of educator I hope to be. I am eager to take the next step through a program that emphasizes fairness, reflective practice, and socially conscious education. UVic’s PDPP, with its focus on Indigenous education, experiential learning, and inclusive teaching, strongly aligns with my academic background and my belief in education as a tool for meaningful social change.
My academic training in Gender Studies has deeply informed my understanding of equity and student well-being. This interdisciplinary foundation has equipped me with essential tools to examine how systems of power, such as gender, race, class, sexuality, and ability, shape students' experiences in and beyond the classroom. Through this lens, I have learned to challenge systemic barriers, advocate for marginalized students, and design learning spaces that affirm diverse identities. It has also emphasized the importance of social justice, cultural humility, and critical thinking, qualities I aim to bring into every classroom.
Applying this perspective to teaching means fostering a classroom culture grounded in care, empathy, and critical engagement. I believe young learners should be encouraged not just to absorb information, but to ask questions, reflect on the world around them, and recognize their own place within it. Part of this work involves helping students understand and unlearn bias, both in themselves and in the systems they encounter. I view teaching as a relational practice that requires emotional intelligence and a commitment to ongoing growth. For me, building trust-based, responsive relationships is at the heart of effective teaching.
Beyond my academic preparation, I bring qualities that make me a strong fit for this profession and program: I am patient, compassionate, hardworking and committed to collaboration. I have gained valuable hands-on experience by volunteering in elementary classrooms, supporting teachers with small-group activities, and working one-on-one with students who needed extra encouragement. I have also tutored children in reading and writing, and led early literacy sessions focused on letter recognition, storytelling, and building reading confidence. In addition to these roles, I have supported students who benefit from repeated instruction, structured routines, and gentle reassurance, which has helped me learn to adapt my communication and approach to each child's needs. These experiences have given me practical insight into what helps young learners feel safe, capable, and motivated. These experiences have shown me the importance of meeting each student where they are and helped me develop the communication skills and sensitivity needed to create a safe learning environment. I am a reflective learner and strong communicator, always eager to learn from others and grow in my practice.
I am particularly drawn to UVic’s PDPP because of its hands-on approach to teacher training, commitment to fostering socially responsible classrooms, and focus on honouring Indigenous knowledge and perspectives, values that resonate deeply with me. I look forward to being part of a cohort of passionate, like-minded educators in a program that prioritizes both professional excellence and social responsibility. I am confident that my academic background and lived experiences have prepared me to grow within this program and contribute meaningfully to the learning community.
Thank you for considering my application. It would be an honour to join the UVic teaching community and contribute to students’ lives through a practice rooted in respect, ethical responsibility, and commitment to student well-being. I am enthusiastic about the opportunity to support the next generation of learners and to be part of a profession that plays a vital role in shaping a more just and inclusive future.
Sincerely,

Riley Andrews

